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times a day. Hydrarg. c. creta gr. iv. o.’n.
Also a Linctus, containing a. Oxymel.
Scill..P, to be given during the day.
About ten days afterwards the head was
again measured, and was found to be re-
duced three-quarters of an inch in circum-
ference, and half an inch from ear to ear.
In addition to this, the other symptoms
had also abated; the vomiting and con-
vulsions had ceased; the countenance had
become tranquil, and the sleep was not
disturbed as it had formerly been. The
principal alterations observed in the ex-
cretions, during this short period, was an
immoderate discharge of urine, which
could not be owing to the medicines taken
inwardly, for scarcely any of them had
rested on the stomach.
The frictions were still continued, and
after a few more weeks had elapsed, the
formation of the cranium was greatly im-
proved. The os frontis no longer pro-
jected, having now become upright, and
very little, if any, of the former idiotic ap-
pearance of the little patient remained.
The child has not since been troubled with
the complaint. I am, Sir, yours, &c.
H. S. CALDWELL, M.D.
Camberwell, Sept. 10th, 1833.
STIMULANT POWERS OF PHOSPHORUS.
EDWARD L. FINDER.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Will you allow me to intrude
upon the pages of THE LANCET, to state,
in corroboration of the opinions of one of
your Correspondents, that the use of phos-
phorus in malignant cholera has undotibt-
edly been proved to be an invaluable reme.
dy when administered in cases where the
arterial action is nearly exhausted. On
reference to Hooper, I find a case quoted
of a man labouring under putrid fever,
the symptoms of which, in many points,
appear so analogous to the prevalent dis-
ease, that I am sure little doubt will be
entertained of the value of the remedy, on
a perusal of the following case, which I
extract verbatim :" A man laboured un-
der putrid fever, for whom the best alexi-
pharmic medicines, together with a pro-
per regimen, were prescribed. A diar-
rhoea, however, ensued, accompanied with
great anxiety about the praecordia, deli-
rium, and general prostration of strength.
Proper remedies were tried to stop the
disease, but in vain. In this extremity the
physician had recourse to phosphorus, two
grains of which were exhibited twice in
the evening, and again, with the addition
of another grain, in the morning. A co-
pious perspiration was produced, and the i
memory and the use of the external senses
were restored. The patient’s health, thus
recovered, was afterwards completely re-
established by other remedies."
Several other cases are recorded, but I
think the above recital a sufficient stimu.
lus for the employment of this remedy.
The only inconvenience is the mode of
exhibition. I have found a solution in oil
or ether, triturated with the yolk of an
egg, the best form. A late Correspondent
of THE LANCET gives a different formula,
but one which I have found the greatest
difficulty in preparing. The inconvenience
is entirely obviated in the mode I use. A
medical friend of mine, to whom I recom-
mended the remedy, produced, in confu-
tation, a work of Dr. Thomson, in which
he states, that a grain of phosphorus
would certainly produce death. In some
cases, undoubtedly, it would; and I am
afraid this declaration will deter many
from the use of it; but let us consider,
that in the present case the powers of life
are in a state of exhaustion, and that phos.
phorus is the most powerful stimulant
known; consequently, what would pro-
duce death in a person labouring under
inflammatory disease, where much strength
exists, would here, except in large doses,
prove utterly useless. That it is a dan-
gerous remedy, I admit; but let us again
consider that the case we wish to relieve
is one of those desperate states of disease
in which a practitioner ought boldly to
make trial of some new and powerful re-
medy which might act as an uncommon
stimulant to the nervous system. Such a
remedy is phosphorus, and I hope some’ of
our enlightened practitioners, throwing off
the trammels of fear, will give it a fair
trial, when I am confident the result will
reward his labours. I speak thus con-
fidently, from having seen its astonishing
effects on one patient during the last
week; but not yet having had another
confirmed case, I refrain from giving de-
tails at present. Should I again find it
successful, I will communicate to you all
particulars. T remain. Sir. vnnrs- &fB.
London, Sept. 6th, 1833.
N.B. I beg to refer Mr. Mann, in an-
swer to his communication of last week;
to a pamphlet under the title of De
Phosphori Medicamenti adsumpti virtute
Medica aliquot casibus siugularibus con-
firmata Auctore Mentz," in which he will
find some exceedingly interesting and re,
markable cases.
